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Doug Stone brings decades of experience advising both municipalities and private clients 
on real estate development, public incentives, and civic infrastructure projects across 
Missouri.

As a 1983 graduate of the Tulane University School of Law, Doug provides both the 
private sector and municipalities with legal advice and strategic insight on conventional 
real estate projects as well as incentivized projects using such tools as tax increment 
financing, transportation development districts, urban redevelopment corporations and 
community improvement districts.

He previously served as special counsel to Kansas City, Missouri with respect to the legal 
structure and financing of the downtown streetcar starter line, and remains deeply involved 
in civic discussions of improving public transit in and around Kansas City. Projects for 
which Doug has helped obtain zoning, incentives, and other governmental approvals 
include several well-known buildings, including the residential repurposing of the Western 
Auto Building and the Weld Wheel manufacturing facility in Kansas City, the development 
of the National Personnel Records Center of the National Archives in St. Louis, and 
Prewitt's Point and Eagles' Landing regional shopping centers at the Lake of the Ozarks.

Doug's dedication to his community continues well beyond his commitment to clients of 
the Firm. In addition to his professional experience, Doug serves on a number of boards 
and committees including Kansas City, Missouri's Historic Preservation Commission. He is 
also on the Board of Directors of the Missouri Economic Development Financing 
Association and is Chair of its Legislative Affairs Committee. His involvement with such 
organizations provides a deeper background and stronger local relationships that benefit 
our clients.

Doug was selected by his peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers® 2016-2026. Additionally, 
he was named by Best Lawyers "Kansas City Land Use and Zoning Lawyer of the Year" 
for 2024. Doug is also ranked in Chambers and Partners USA Guide.

Education

• Tulane University School of Law (J.D., 1983)

Services

• Municipal Law, Zoning & 
Finance

• Real Estate

• Opportunity Zones

dstone@lewisricekc.com


• American University (B.S., 1980)

Legal Background

• Partner, Husch Blackwell (2014-2015)

• Senior Partner, Polsinelli PC (2000-2014)

• Partner, King Hershey Koch & Stone (1993-2000)

Admissions

• Missouri Bar

Charitable & Civic Involvement

• Kansas City Missouri Historic Preservation Commission (2015-2019)

• Member, Citizen's Advisory Committee, Kansas City, MO Update to Plaza Area Plan 
(2015-2016)

• Kansas City, Missouri Committee, Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce

• Advisory Board Member, Greater Kansas City Local Initiative Support Corporation 
(LISC) (2011-2017)

• Infrastructure Committee, Kansas City Downtown Council

• Legislative Committee, Kansas City, Missouri Economic Development Corporation

• Chair of Legislative Committee, Board Member, and Past President, Missouri Economic 
Development Financing Association

Special Honors

• Ranked as a Leading Individual Real Estate Attorney (Missouri-Kansas City & 
Surrounds) in the Chambers USA Guide, 2020

• Richard A. King award, Missouri Economic Development Financing Association, 2017

• Midwest Real Estate News, "Forty over 40," 2006

Publications
2014
Kansas City’s “Starter” Streetcar Line
Development magazine

2014
Missouri and Kansas Development Incentives Primer
KC Chapter, American Planning Association

2014
KC Real: Downtown Streetcar Line Development Forum

2014
Case Studies in Transportation
National Council on Public-Private Partnerships



Annually 2004 - present
Legislative Update & Forecast for 2015
Missouri Economic Development Financing Association

2006
Public/Private Partnerships: Real Estate Development Incentives in Missouri and 
Kansas, Midwest Real Estate News
Kansas City Land Development Conference

2006
Development Incentives - Legislative Update
Missouri Municipal League

2005
Combining Missouri Development Assistance Tools to Enhance Tax Increment 
Financing Projects

2004
Municipal Incentives as a Supplement to Conventional Financing of Real Estate 
Development Projects

2003
Tax Increment Financing - an Overview
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